BIG ARM ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2006
Question?......cccevveeeereeeens Ideas?...eeeeeeeeeeeeenenenennee Please call Alison 849-6628, Jan 849-5636, Kristin 849-5326
COMMUNITY EVENTS THANK YOU to Everyone Who Has Worked So Hard to Make this Fund Raiser
JULY 4TH BOAT PARADE | Such an Incredible Event. Thank You Businesses For Donations! Thank You Good
All Boats Welcome Neighbors for the Wonderful Treasures for the Auction & Yard Sale.

7:30 Elmo Fishing Access, To
Bay of Big Arm, To Melita
Island, back to La Riviera with
Captain Charles Becker at the
Helm. Patriotic Decorations
Optional. Please call to
Register. Landlubbers Please
Support our Fleet by Wildly
Cheering from the Shore
JULY 24 PICNIC 5:30 pm
BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR,
PICNIC, FAMILY & FRIENDS
Free Entertainment
Sham Rockers, Big Ed
The Fiddlers
Come Join In The Fun!!!
AUGUST 28 POTLUCK

local events try www.flatheadevents.com

Volunteer Firefighter News

5/23 Rocky Point, light fixture
5/23 Training Boat Safety

5/24 County Court Hs. Smoke
5/24 Committee- Truck Specs
6/6 Smoke/Fire Trailer Train-
ing Unit

6/9 Jette Store Accident

6/10 Motor Bike/Bear accident
6/12 Deer/car accident

6/13 By-law, Business Meeting
Truck inspection

6/20 Training Firework Safety

MANY, MANY THANKS
BIG ARM & POLSON
FIREFIGHTERS
Big Arm:-

Jack & Ellen Dunn,
Tom Sadecki, Jeff
Meslin, Ron Friez, Ray
Geiser, Steve Doll, Jack
Konitz,

Viki & Jim Branden-

burg, Stewart Rhodes.
Waiting for Acceptance :

Cory Anderson &
Sandra Debruin

The last 6 weeks has been a flurry
of activity with so many neighbors
helping to make this fund raiser
day a huge success. Through gen-
erous donations we have filled 3
storage units. A big thank you to
local businesses that have sup-
ported us, Big Arm Storage, Flat-
head Lock & Safe, First Interstate
Bank, Lake County Abstract, Fi-
delity Title Agency, Lake City
Bakery, Community Bank, West
Shore Cabinets, Wal-Mart, Safe-
way, Mission Valley Power, The
Lake Times, Earl Holland Signs,
Polson Bay Grocery, 3 Dog Down,
Country Foods, D&D Customs &
Coatings, La Riviera, Top 40
Video, Cappadocia, Arrowhead
RV, High Ground Espresso and
more! Jim & Viki Brandenburg
have spent hours mowing and do-
ing electrical work, thank you.
Earle & Wanelda Schafer & Lester
Johnson helped prepare the fire
hall, thank you. Jeff Meslin, Ron
Friez, Todd Funk, Tom Sadecki,
Denis Wolfe plus others who
helped collect items from
neighbors, thank you. Viki, Mary
Driscoll & Sandra Debruin who
organized the clothing boutique,
thank you. Trish Friez, who has
visited practically every business in
town, plus a billion other things,
thank you. Jan Phillips and Kristin
Osborn have spent so many hours
planning, organizing, working on
everything, thank you. Thank you
to all Leaders who helped plan and
prepare. Thank you to all the tele-
phone tree helpers. Thank you to
the Bakers of pies & cakes. Thank
you to everyone who came out to
help this weekend. Thank you,
brave Firefighters, Ross Hoyt,
Glen Wallace, Svend Larsen for
this special hamburger fry. Thank
you Polson Rural Firefighters who
once again are here to support us.
Thank you to everyone who at-
tended the event. THANK YOU.

Treasurers Report: Balance
is $19,219.78. We have pur-
chased 2 tents, 20 chairs, post-
age stamps, stationery, liability
insurance, reader-sign, toilet &
storage rental plus misc. ex-
penses. A special thank you to
Sharon Williams who keeps
meticulous records.

Septic System we are all ready
to start but we still have to meet
a few tribal requirements one
being surveying the land. Mary
thank you for all your work.
Rural Grant: another meeting
with the grant writer and pre-
sented our “sweat equity” hours.
The 3 general leaders have
worked over 1,000 since De-
cember, add that to all leaders,
electrician, lawyer, treasurer,
callers etc. we have accumu-
lated almost 3,000 hours. That
makes a huge statement about
the kind of neighbors we have
in Big Arm and also enables us
to be eligible for a sizeable
grant. We will keep you posted.
School House Committee met
with the School Board (district
23) on June 12. We presented
our plan to restore the Historic
School House for use as a com-
munity building and to use the
surrounding land as a commu-
nity park. The Board would like
more funds for the schools and
did not consider that our Big
Arm School has any historical
significance. Since then we have
contacted the Commissioners,
the County Superintendent,
Flathead Reservation Historical
Society, and The Montana State
National Register of Historical
Buildings who are all support-
ing a compromise we have sug-
gested to the Board. While we
wait we have spoken with dif-
ferent newspapers and are ask-
ing all interested persons to sign
our petition.

Elections: When we started BAA
we promised to have elections of
leaders in July. Attached is a bal-
lot sheet for Big Arm residents.
Listed are the main leaders of the
Association and if you are happy
with what they are doing please
vote to confirm our positions for
the next year. Please hand in the
ballot at our July 24 picnic or mail
to P.O. Box 11.

If you would like to see a change
please add your name, cross out
the person you wish to replace
and make sure we have the ballot
back by July 15.

We have additional positions
available for Communication,
Tribal Liaison, Work Party and
Activity Leaders. Please add your
name and the position you would
like to help with. Any questions
please call.

By-Law Changes....1st change:
Eliminate verbal committee re-
ports in the general meeting
which will shorten the meetings
and make them more of a commu-
nity social event. We propose to
continue distributing a newsletter
to update everyone. Question will
always be welcome. 2nd change:
We are about to start the upgrades
to the Fire Hall and will need to
pay a lot of bills. As the project
has already been approved by the
residents we are suggesting a ma-
jority vote from the leadership to
approve individual expenses with
a full accounting to the general
public upon request

Renovations will hopefully be
started soon. We are looking for
volunteers to sheetrock, paint,
repair, install bathroom fixtures
etc. please call to join one of the
work parties. It is a GREAT way
to get acquainted with a wonder-
ful group of neighbors.

THANK YOU FOR ALL OF
YOUR GENEROSITY, EN-
THUSIASM AND HELP.




BALLOT SHEET #0........ BIG ARM ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL ELECTION FOR LEADER POSITIONS

IF CHANGES TO LEADERS POSITIONS ARE SUGGESTED OR YOU WOULD LIKE TO FILL AN OPEN PO-
SITION use (B) and PLEASE RETURN BY JULY 15, 2006. MAIL TO P.O.BOX 11, BIG ARM MT 59910.

IF YOU APPROVE OF THE LEADERSHIP use (A) and PLEASE RETURN BY JULY 24, EITHER BY MAIL
OR BRING TO THE COMMUNITY PICNIC HELD THAT DAY.

GENERAL LEADERS ALISON MESLIN  JAN PHILLIPS KRISTIN OSBORN

TREASURERS SHARON WILLIAMS EARLE SCHAFER WANELDA SCHAFER

ADMINISTRATORS SHARON GEISER KATE SAIENGA  FRANK JONES
TRIBAL LIAISON MARY DRISCOLL OPEN

COMMUNICATION OPEN OPEN

COMMUNIITY ACTIVITY TRISH FRIEZ VIKI BRANDENBURG OPEN

WORK PARTY LEADER CHARLIE BECKER JIM BRANDENBURG OPEN

(A).....IF YOU APPROVE OF THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP AND WOULD LIKE THEM TO SERVE AN-
OTHER YEAR PLEASE VOTE YES HERE

B)........ IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER FOR AN OPEN POSITION PLEASE WRITE THE
POSITION AND YOUR NAME.

IF YOU WOULD PREFER ANOTHER PERSON IN ANY OF THE POSITIONS CROSS OUT THE PERSON
YOU WISH TO REPLACE AND PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:-

POSITION CANDIDATE

POSITION CANDIDATE

POSITION CANDIDATE

POSITION CANDIDATE

POSITION CANDIDATE

BY LAW CHANGES

... From: At the beginning of the general meetings a brief summary of the previous general meeting will

be given allowing some time for questions. Treasury report will be read with time for questions. Progress reports will
be given by all committee leaders and questions answered.

Change To: A summary of general information, progress, treasury report, committee reports will be included in a
Newsletter to be distributed at the general meeting with an opportunity to ask questions and share ideas. A Treasurers
report will be available at every general meeting for interested parties.

VOTE please circle one YES NO

2)iiinnn From: Large Community projects and expenditures will be decided by the majority vote during the monthly
general meeting. Minor expenses (under$100.00) and small projects will be decided by the majority vote of the lead-
ers committee meetings.

Change To: Large Community projects will be decided by the majority vote during the monthly general meeting.
Expenditures relating to those approved projects and miscellaneous expenses for the general operations of the Big
Arm Association should be approved by the majority vote of the leaders.

VOTE please circle one YES NO



