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The Resident Firefighters of Big Arm are doing an incredi-
ble job of protecting not only the Big Arm residents but are 
always ready to support Polson firefighters as they cover the 
city and other rural areas south and east of Polson. We are all 
much safer since these neighbors stepped forward three years 
ago. They have spent many hours training and are willing to 
rush to the Big Arm station every time the emergency page 
goes off no matter the time or the weather. 
When the six resident Big Arm firefighters enlisted they were 
told, in no uncertain terms, the Big Arm Volunteer Fire Com-
pany (BAVFC) did not exist. The Board of Trustees has now 
announced that it is a legal company with its own by-laws. 
These existing by-laws will enable the resident firefighters to 
make some changes that will eliminate some of the problems 
they have had to endure. They will be able to chose their own 
members and with more flexible rules will be able to recruit 
badly needed new firefighters. 
The Polson District Fire Chief by placing 6 Irvine Flats fire-
fighters and several Polson firefighters on the BAVFC roster 
creates a voting block which out numbers and can thereby out 
vote resident firefighters. These people  do not respond from 
Big Arm Fire Station unless they are passing through the 
community when a page goes off. The Irvine Flats firefight-
ers live 13 miles away and respond from their own area ga-
rage which houses the newly purchased District’s engine/
tender. The Fire Chief and his officers have said BAVFC 
should not have different by-laws from Polson.  
The BA firefighters on November 28th petitioned the Board 
to decide who are members and were very appreciative of the 
large community support as over 40 residents attended the 
meeting and they also received many letters of support. Much 
to the disappointment of the firefighters, the meeting ended 
without a vote from the Board as Chairman Ross Hoyt de-
cided the firefighters from Irvine Flats and Big Arm should 
work it out at a future meeting.  
The resident firefighters who petitioned the Board firmly be-
lieve they have the legal right to continue the BAVFC using 
existing by-laws. Changes must be made and more flexible 
rules used for recruiting new members to enable Big Arm’s 
first response firefighting team to survive.  

 Please attend the next Board meeting on December 10th 

at 7pm held at the Polson Council rooms to show your 

continued support for our resident Big Arm firefighters. 
 

Please turn to page two          >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

HOLIDAY SOCIAL FRIDAY DECEMBER 12TH 6 to 9pm 
Stop by any time and bring your favorite festive finger food 
PLEASE BRING A GIFT OF NON-PERISHABLE FOOD 
To help support Polson Food Pantry and Loaves & Fish 
Bring your family and friends to share in the joy of the 
 season with your neighbors at the Big Arm Fire Hall 

Bring a Gift of non-perishable food to the Holiday Social. 
The Polson Food Pantry, Loaves and Fish serves needy clients 
in the geographic area from Rollins/Yellow Bay in the north to 
Minesinger Road in the south.  In these more challenging eco-
nomic times the pantry's client roles have appreciably increased 
and we're currently serving in excess of 150 families a month. 
Anything the BAA members can donate will be most appreci-
ated by the pantry's clients, volunteers, and board! Thanks, 
…..Sid Rundell  
 

To all the Big Arm people with the big hearts.  Martini 
(Houdini) finally came to Rita when she went down by the lake 
in front of the sail boats Sunday morning.   He had been gone 
almost one week.  I had almost given up hope but he had so 
many sightings and we got so many calls; every day we got 
more calls.  I cannot believe that 7 pounds of fluff was seen in 
so many places.  When I finally got to see him at Rita's he was 
licking his paws, that's lots of steps for those little feet.... and 
then sitting on her lap trying to sleep.  Again, I want to thank 
each and every one of you that were so kind to help us catch 
him.  A special thank you to Arlene Tompkins who read the ad 
in the paper and took the time to call me (from the hospital) to 
tell me she had seen him by her home.. and also called Alison 
who spread the word via email.  If I am ever lost I hope it is in 
Big Arm.  Happy Thanksgiving to all... Rita & Martini Cannon 

-Loreli Murray (Vol.w/Life Savers Animal Rescue - ) 

The lost Tortoise was found. He was suffering from extreme 
cold but was quickly placed on a heating pad and was being 
carefully monitored. Please express to everyone how thankful 
we are for the overwhelming response to Spencer’s abduc-
tion.  We are convinced that his return is in direct response to 
all the publicity created by everyone in the valley via email net-
works, passing the flyers around, and generally spreading the 
word to be on the lookout for the big guy.  We will be forever 
grateful for this outpouring of support by our Montana 
neighbors, yet again reaffirming how great the people are in our 
new home state….. Kevin and Robyn Lane 
 

A Big Thank You to Norma Ashby for a wonderful presenta-
tion on the famous people she had an opportunity to interview 
in her long career as a Great Falls TV host. Norma was charm-
ing and funny. 
A Big Thank You to Francis Davidson for a very informative 
talk on  America’s various oil sources. He described the meth-
ods of extraction and estimated yields. He was very hopeful 
that these sources could be developed but also advocated the 
need for alternative sources of power along with conservation.  
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response time for the emergency vehicles from Polson to this 
area. There will be extra signage, reduced speed zones, bridge 
traffic lights and flaggers to ease congestion. No left turn 
signs will be used on side streets. For more information call 
Duane Keilly MDOT 406-523-5802. 
 

Donations of Aluminum cans are still being accepted at the 
back entrance of the fire hall. Please do not include aluminum 
foil or baking trays as these have been attracting wild animals 
and dogs. We really appreciate these cans and hope we will 
soon have enough credit to buy a few more chairs or a new 
table. A very special thank you to Ron and Marilyn Roberts 
for organizing this recycling. 
 

Special get well greetings to  Arlene Tompkins  who hope-
fully will be dancing again soon with her new bionic knee. 
Continued best wishes go to Carol Grende as she battles Leu-
kemia.  
 

Our  heartfelt sympathy  goes to the Sisler family for their 
recent loss. May you find comfort in the many memories 
you’ll carry in your heart forever. 
 

Still time to order Big Arm T-shirts, Sweatshirts and 
Baseball Caps before Christmas: Please place your order 
by the  December 12th, thanks. We could use some new de-
signs and ideas so we can have a new look for our shirts next 
year. Please forward your artistic creations! 
 

Christmas Wreaths are being created by Amy Edwards with 
20% of the proceeds going into the Historic School Fund. 
Please call her at 849-5209 for more information. 
 

Exercise Class is still being held Every Wednesday at 
9:30am for one hour and is held at the fire hall. This class is a 
wonderful way to keep fit as Amy puts us through warm up 
stretches, low impact aerobics followed by cool down exer-
cises and stretches.  
Line Dancing class is held Every Monday at 6:30pm at the 
fire hall. A fun way to exercise your body and mind. Begin-
ners are very welcome as Amy teaching new dances. Every 
week. 
 

The Next Community Coffee Morning is December 11th  
at 10:30am at the fire hall. This is a wonderful informal way 
to meet new neighbors and to catch up with old friends. 
 

Does anyone have an old riddle book? We were including a 
riddle for the kids in our newsletters but we are unable to find 
a good book so we can continue. Please help us locate more 
riddles, thanks. 
 

WISHING YOU ALL THE WISHING YOU ALL THE WISHING YOU ALL THE WISHING YOU ALL THE 

JOYS OF CHRISTMAS AND JOYS OF CHRISTMAS AND JOYS OF CHRISTMAS AND JOYS OF CHRISTMAS AND 

HAPPINESS THROUGHOUT HAPPINESS THROUGHOUT HAPPINESS THROUGHOUT HAPPINESS THROUGHOUT 

THE NEW YEARTHE NEW YEARTHE NEW YEARTHE NEW YEAR    

 

Treasurer’s Report: Earle 
Schafer has stepped down 
as Treasurer, Lester John-
son will take his place and 
will serve with Luella 
Gomke. Earle will still be 
active in the Association. 
School fund balance= 
$1820 paid: historic photo 
processing. General fund 
balance= $502.00 paid: 
checks, newsletter, supplies, 
web page, etc. Received an 
insurance refund. Thank 

you Ethel Diettert for 
your generous donation. 

 

Historic School Update An Architect will be visiting the 
school on December 11th and hopefully he will give us more 
information on what steps are necessary to preserve this unique 
building. Lee Engbretson and Dave Waterman have volun-
teered to head a committee to research a wide variety of sources 
to help fund this project. If anyone has experience in this area 
please offer to help Lee & Dave. 
 

Historic Photographs and Stories are still needed for  the his-
tory wall in the Big Arm School. Please call us with informa-
tion on how to contact relatives of the early residents of Big 
Arm. We are very interested in hearing from members of Salish 
& Kootenai Tribes so we can share your history and stories of 
this area.  Although the school will represent the  years of 1915 
to 1952 we would also like to have prior years represented and 
more recent special events depicted.  
 

Recently a Highway 93 and Route 35 truck traffic focus 

group was held by DOT in Kalispell with members of local 
trucking companies, residents from Route 35 and Highway 93 
attending. They reviewed comments from the general public, 
watched a power point presentation similar to the one given in 
the public meetings and then were shown a movie of several 
trucks driving Route 35 abiding by speed limits. I think most of 
the attendees were somewhat reassured that a good truck driver 
could indeed travel that road very safely.  There was a discus-
sion of extra signage, more frequent highway patrols, possibil-
ity of widening some shoulders and curves, pull out zones, and 
passing areas. I had to leave before the end of the meeting but I 
understand there will be another public meeting that DOT will 
put forward their suggested solutions to the problem…..Alison 
 

Polson Armed Forces Memorial Bridge repairs will start 
next year. The resurfacing of the bridge will be done in two 
sections with one lane open at all times except for when equip-
ment is being moved. One half of the project is expected to start 
in April and if the weather is favorable will be finished by the 
end of May. The second side will start in September. This con-
struction will cause many delays and of the most concern is the 


