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School Fund: We have already started the process of obtain-
ing grants. The first application will be with the National 
Trust of Historic Preservation. This is a “matching” grant 
specifically for architect’s fees. To be eligible for other grants 
we are required to have architectural drawings.  The Historic 
School Preservation Committee will be organizing several 
“fun” fund raisers over the next few months. We are also 
hoping that many of you will help this project by offering to 
join one of the many work sessions or contribute money to 
the fund (please make checks out to the Big Arm Association 
and specify school fund).  
 
 

501c3 Requirements: The 501c3 status is important for the 
Association to be eligible for grants and for donations to be 
tax deductible.  Frank Jones has been working on the applica-
tion of this status which has become incredibly difficult with 
many new IRS requirements. Frank has hired a consultant at 
no cost to BAA to complete the process. Special thanks to 
Frank for this and all his hard work.  
When BAA formed we created very simple one page by-
laws, basic Articles of Incorporation, and a very loose organi-
zation of leaders. The 501c3 consultants have provided us 
with new by-laws, 10 pages which include all kinds of legal 
language that will satisfy the IRS. The Leaders have reviewed 
the documents and have approved them with minor changes. 
These documents are available for review; please call 849-
6628 or email for information. Any of the Leaders will dis-
cuss the changes with you so please don’t hesitate to contact 
us. We intend to continue business as normal in furthering the 
community goals. We will always be open to new ideas or 
suggestions on how to improve what we are doing. We wel-
come participation from all community residents. Our leader-
ship meetings will become Board meetings and in keeping 
with IRS requirements. Changes to the by-laws in the past 
have been made either through a majority vote at a monthly 
gathering or through the newsletter. As the newsletter will 
reach more of you we will use this method and ask you to 
respond by letter or email by November 7th, 2008 if you are 
in opposition to the changes. The next community gathering 
is on Oct. 31st. Some of the Leaders will be available at the 
end of the evening’s entertainment to answer questions and 
will also have copies of the new by-laws available. 
 

Many Wishes for a Speedy Recovery go to Carol Grende 

who can be contacted through www.cagrende.com.  
 

More information on Norma Ashby on 

the next page > > > > > > > > > > > > > >  

Barn Dance was a huge success! We estimate 120 people at-
tended, the food was delicious, the band terrific, the decorations 
delightful, and the organizers and their large crew of helpers 
accomplished everything with great style and big smiles. 
Special thanks to Lee & Sonya Engbretson, Luella & Arnie 
Gomke, Kate Jones & Joyce, Alison & Jeff Meslin, Ann & 
Dale Drost, Lynda Zero, Amy Edwards, Darline Hoyt, Karen 
Maurer, Joan Mills, Phyllis Peterson, Pat Ramsey, Deb Raunig, 
Jackie Baldwin, Jimmie Sue Reneau & Family, Lillian & Roger 
Rogers, Cynthia, Dave & Son Waterman, Trish Friez, Jack, 
Jane & Grant Clapp, Lester Johnson and anyone else who 
helped. Included in our thanks are the merchants and local busi-
nesses who donated money and gifts and everyone who at-
tended and supported the evening. You all helped to make the 
evening very successful. Many, many thanks to all! 
 

In Memory of Fay & Larry Osburnsen: Karen Holcomb has 
donated a projector to the community of Big Arm in memory of 
this couple who so enjoyed life and encouraged everyone 
around them to share in that enjoyment.  For decades they par-
ticipated in every community event including being members 
of the Harmony Club, played bridge, and were passionate about 
square dancing. Fay & Larry’s community spirit will live on 
through BAA’s special events because of Karen’s generous gift 
and the screen donation from Ron & Trish.  Thank you! 
 

School Update: The Sept 25th workshop was well attended 
and was very productive. We learned about potential grants, 
prioritizing goals, discussed levels of renovations, and so much 
more. We are really grateful to the Montana Preservation Alli-
ance, the National Trust of Historic Preservation, The Montana 
Historic Society and the Community Transportation Enhance-
ment Program for holding such an informative workshop and 
being so enthused and supportive of our project. Vince Rubino 
has since contacted the Commissioners to discuss available 
grants and George Bailey has contacted an architect who spe-
cializes in old school buildings and who will also help with ob-
taining a grant. Ron Roberts organized a work party to clear 
away the growth around the foundation and mow the grass. The 
foundation looks in pretty good condition considering its age. 
Jeff Meslin braved the unknown by crawling in the basement to 
check on the interior of the foundation much to the amusement 
of a very fat mouse who watched his every move.  Thank you 
Ron, Dave, Bill, Arnie, Luella and Lee for helping. We will 
have a meeting with some electrical experts on Sunday Oct 
26th. 

Friday Oct 31 6:30pm Potluck 

Norma Ashby MT TV Legend!!!!! 

We have had a Great Summer! Together we Accomplished So Much! 
We Acquired the School, had a Wonderful Family Fun Day, a Lovely Summer Concert, 

 Listened to Fascinating Guest Speakers, Learned so Much at the Historic 
Preservation Workshop, Held a Terrific Barn Dance and Cleaned the Highway Again! 

We got to Know Each Other Better and Made Lots of New Friends, Yep! A Good Summer! 
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We are very Excited to Welcome Norma Ashby to 

Big Arm this Friday October 31st. 
Potluck will begin at 6:30pm 

 Please bring your favorite dish.  

Norma’s Presentation will begin just after 7:00pm. 

Montana broadcasting legend Norma Beatty Ashby will 
talk about the fascinating people she met and the inter-
esting things that happened to her during her 26-year 
career doing live television at KRTV in Great Falls.  
During the course of her 7,000 TV shows, Ashby talked 
to seven Montana governors and first ladies, and a host 
of famous guests.  Ashby is a fourth-generation Mon-
tanan who was born and raised in Helena, and graduated 
from the University Of Montana School Of Journalism.  
She began as a reporter at Helena’s Independent Record 
and then went on to work for LIFE Magazine in New 
York before returning home.  She is the author of sev-
eral books including “Movie Stars & Rattlesnakes: The 
Heyday of Montana Live Television” (2004), and most 
recently, a book about Bob Morgan, famed Montana 
artist, “Bob Morgan's Montana, My Life and 
Art” (2008).   
Thank you Marilyn and Ron Roberts for organizing this 
great presentation! 
 

Exercise Class is every Wednesday 9:30am 
Line Dancing Class is Mondays at 6:30pm and Wed at 1pm 
 

Community Coffee Morning Thursday Nov 13th 10:30am 

An informal gathering & is a wonderful way to meet 
neighbors. 
 

Friday November 21st, Potluck at 6:30 with guest 

Francis Davidson speaking on “Oil Today, Here, There, 
Everywhere.  Francis will share his broad spectrum of ex-
perience and knowledge of the locations of fuel supplies, in-
cluding in Montana. Thanks Earle Schafer for organizing. 
 

Christmas Social will be held sometime mid December, 

date and details to be announced………If you have some 
good ideas please call or email, thanks. 
 

Halloween Events: We have no plans this year for spooky 
decorations but next year we will hold a haunted house in the 
old school. Nancy Hauserman of Polson ghoulish fame has 
offered to help with those plans. If you want a scary time why 
not take kids from 6 to 12 years to the Halloween Dance on 
October 29th at 6 to 8 pm at the Heritage of Faith Christian 
Church 101 7th Ave W in Polson, or to the Haunted Mortuary 
(parental discretion is advised as it will be scary) on October 
30th and 31st at 6:00pm.  $3 under 16, $5 over 16. 
This event will raise money for an outreach program for local 
children.  For more info call 883-5160 
Teaser Answers: sock, park, crook, crab, boar, cook, oak, 
spook, asp, cobra, boa, cop, rock, sack, brook, boor, scoop, 
rook, car, cask. 
Does anyone have a riddle book we can borrow? 

Garbage Pick-up on highway 93 was completed by 28 won-
derful people who picked up 49 bags of trash. Thank you to 
Dave & Cynthia Waterman, Paul & Karen Maurer, Lester John-
son, Earl Holland, Lee & Sonya Engbretson, Alison & Jeff 
Meslin, Lily and Roger Rogers, Bob & Lucy Kobos, Tim & 
Joyce Bruner, Ron & Marilyn Roberts, Tim & Cindy Beebe, 
Deb & Kerry Weidrich, Jan & Dennis Wolfe, and Tom & Bon-
nie Eddy. Next pick-up will be in April on earth day but in the 
meantime please help to keep Big Arm beautiful by picking up 
garbage at any time. Thanks everyone! 
 

Recycle Cans Program is still ongoing. Please deliver clean 
aluminum cans to the handicap ramp behind the fire hall. We 
have already purchased several new chairs…...Thanks! Very 
special thanks to Ron Roberts who is doing the recycling... 
 

A Community Yard Sale was organized at short notice by 
Amy Edwards but many residents still donated items. Amy 
worked hard all day and raised $72 plus $25 donated by Roy & 
Joan Mills who sold a gazebo. Thanks everyone! 
 

Please place your sweatshirt, t-shirt, caps and hat orders 

soon if you would like to receive in time for Christmas. 
 

Thanks for Hosting:  David & Cynthia Waterman were very 
gracious hosts at the last leader meeting, thanks! 
 

Treasurer’s Report: We have $2,000 reserved in the school 
fund and $107 in the general fund. 
We thank Treasurers Earle Schafer, Luella Gomke and Lester 
Johnson for all their work.  
 

Please help our ongoing expenses for rent, insurance, building 
supplies, sodas, water, coffee and utensils by contributing to the 
donation jars at each of the community events. Thanks! 
 

Newsletter Mailed to you?  If you receive this newsletter via 
regular mail would you please help towards the cost of stamps, 
paper, envelopes, and copies by sending an annual donation of 
$10? Thank you so much! 
 

Historic Photograph Collection for the School  

Another way to assist with the school project is to help us find 
historic photographs and stories of Big Arm and its residents.  
Peggy Blass and Jerry Rude have generously lent photographs 
which give wonderful glimpses into life from 1917 to 1952. 
These old photographs were taken to Photo/Graphics in Mis-
soula and negatives were created. Eventually prints of various 
sizes will be made and displayed on the school walls in glass 
cases along with residents’ stories. The negatives will be in-
cluded in the Flathead Reservation Area Historical Society's 
documents which are stored in the County Court House vaults. 
Financial contributions to assist with the processing costs 
would also be a wonderful way to help.  
 

Snowbirds are flying south! Many of our neighbors 

have already left for warmer temperatures. We wish 

all of you a safe trip, a warm winter and hurry back 

because we will miss you! 
 
 


