BIG ARM ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER COFFEE HOUR

. . .. Thurs May 13th, 10:30am
April 2010 www.BigArmAssociation.org At the Fire Hall, Join Us!
PO Box 11, Big Arm, MT 59910. 849-6628 Alison, Ross 5568, Amy 5209. Informal and Fun

very wet spring! We will post the date later.
The Big A June 26th will be the Big Arm Firemen’s Barbecue and
€ B9 AMM pan's Carnival and Water Wars... Please let us know if
- |Mercantile . o
store in 1911, You would like to help, it will be Fun!

Can you imag- 50/50 Raffle A fun way to help raise money to pay for sup-
ine the conver- plies, insurance and rent for the fire hall. A raffid e held
sations as resi-at each event. The tickets will cost a $1 and the patiawill
dents gatheredpe split between the winning ticket holder and the BAA op-
to swap storieserations fund. We hope you will enjoy participating.

and  family Hiﬁtoric Big Arm School: The Governor released the funds

- .
news? The photograph is one of many (’jonated o us b%[r Preservation Grant but unfortunately we were nohen t
late Peggy Blass and Jerry Rude. Peggy’s uncle Mr. McDaon o . .

56 winning applications. The winners were mostly larger

ald owned the above store in the 1920’s. Jerry's farr%ﬁ . .
< ects that promised to employ many people. We will

owned the store in the photograph on the second page. . . -
ies of the photographs will be displayedMay 22nd at the apply for the Lowes Foundgtlon grant that is specificadly f .
one room schoolhouses this week. If anyone has grant writ-

Big Arm schools living history days If you have photo-in experience we would love some expert advice and help
graphs from 1910 to 1952 or before please contacts USR8 Roberts is planning to complete several small inside
would love to make copies and learn the history of yao-f T P g to comple
ily. Call Alison Meslin 849-6628. restoration job$ before the _I|V|ng history days. Pleade ca
Ron 849-5133 if you would like to help for a few hours. The
Friday April 23rd Potluck Rick Jennison will give a pres- new exterior doors for the school have been ordered and will
entation on Tree Care Learn the proper way of trimminge a replica of the original door.
and planting trees. Bring your questions, Rick has 31sy@arThe living history days on May 22nd will be very interegti
experience. Thanks Ron Roberts for organizing. Potluek igve are looking to borrow vintage items to display, they
6pm at the fire hall please bring your family and friendse Tdon't have to be school related; tools, machinery, household
presentation will start at 7pm. We had to cancel the dateligadgets, furniture, family photographs and anything that will
night as the organizer had to take an unscheduled typulf give kids a glimpse into life from 1910 to 1952. If you would
would like a forum, at another time, for the sheriflaom- Jike to be part of the days activity please call us.
missioner race please contact Paul at 849-5131. We have retrieved some of the 1948 desks from a dark wet
New Library District : Bonnie Triepke from the Polson Libasement in Proctor, but they need some tender loving care
brary board has offered a presentation on the new ditattand elbow grease, would you like to help with this project?
will be on the fall ballot. If we have enough people ested Boat Parade will be July 4th,July 24th Joyce Decker

we will make arrangements. Please contact Alison. . .
© ge €co Wegner presentation on the history of one room school-

We thank Chris Hammond for the interesting talk on Bal . .
Eagles we look forward to his next presentation on Loonsc.1nouses in Lake Countfugust |ce Qream Social & Sep-
tember Barn Dance.Dates and details to be posted later.

BA Fire Co News\We are pleased to announce we now hq-A\/gmember Bernice Ende, Lady Long-Rider?At the end

5 Big Arm firefighters trained in ice rescue. We haee 'of March she was in Wingate Texas. Unfortunately Honor,

guested 2 ice rescue suits from the Chief but were ima‘drrp| ¢ horse and long time companion. suffered a terminal in-
the 8 suits will continue to be housed in Polson. We hope?o g b ’

: . . . hile camping at a rodeo ground. The ride was can-

buy 2 ice suits with the funds that we expect to raisauat’" ) W . o o
an?],ual Hamburger Fry. These will be keBt ready for usec%{éed for a while but Bernice is now training a new horse
y is back determined to finish her 7000 mile trip. You can

the Big Arm Station. Ice suits protect the firefightdusing ?gl]low her progress at www.endofthetrail.com

rescue efforts when time is very critical in savinged in ' '
frigid waters. We also send thanks to Paul Laisy who F8ank you to all who helped pick up trash on the high-
cently donated some wild-land personal protection equigy, thanks to your efforts Big Arm is beautiful again!

SostOenice buo Syess

ment to the Big Arm Firefighters....Ron Friez, VP, BAVFC................ >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>tUrn 1o page 2....>>>>>
Being Fire Wise Sometime June or July we will organize a
fire expert to guide us in making our homes and properties ELECTION MAY 4TH

more fire-safe. With this past dry winter we are beinty| 'IF YOU PAY THE RURAL FIRE TAX YOU CAN VOTE &

IF YOU RESIDE IN THE DISTRICT YOU CAN VOTE.
Please contact the election office at 883-7268, ask for infa-
tion on how to register or ask for an absentee Ballot.

vised to take extra precautions this summer. Let's fapa
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Settling of Big Arm by Roberta Culfrom “In the Shadowp
of the Missions” compiled by Inez Siegrest and the Publ
tion Committee................ Continued from last month
Part Four........... Churches and Schools

gfae'rling; and just a few families. We sold cream and ¢gg

Marsh’s creamery in Polson. The J.O. Rude’s and we took

Pressed for time and material the settlers arrangetoon turns making weekly trips to town, sometimes with hors a
gay and that would take most of the day.

Lake to build its school house and both communities bu ) .
emember one occasion, when after having spent the week-

church at Big Arm which was also used for a temporaF
schoolhouse. The U.S. Government had provided a scﬂ@%&at hom(_e, | had to get back to teach at P’rocto_r.dd/ce r
miles in snow almost up to our horses’ bellies30n

for the Indian children. But when the school districts wi f% ther. G q1 ; h de in at
organized near their homes, they went to school with ‘;/.\/wlaaDer, Id’eorgr(]e anl wer(?[ rozen when we rode in a
white children. They studied together and they played t fi!m vicbonald's where | was staying.

games together. There was friendship among the whiteF;ig%Ogne passed away in 1941. | sold everything and moved ta

Indian children. e Harri Walk Benni lished
After a number of years, the Loon Lake and Big Arm schc%? \nie Harrison vvalker.... bennie was an accompiisne
gust. He rose his bike from Dayton to Kalispell to con-

consolidated as a matter of economy. Maggie Lannent his violin | During his t d 20’
the teacher; there were about an equal number of whit IDHG NS violin fessons. buring nis teen years an e'ar'ls' .
played for many dances on the reservation, riding his

Indian children in the school. The country school progr e back for miles as far a Big Arm, even in zerather
was a drama of about one hundred years ago. The India ) ’ '
the host in that day and the white man was the visitoey T %’ere were hardships. They had to use kerosene lamps an

: washboards.
'Tritazii:;;?'?ﬁrzggir?g)m began to learn the way otfiee. o June 14, 1914, the day after his 21st birthday Bennie filed a

The Big Arm Valley reached the peak of its prosperity rw}%a'm on a 40 acre homestead 3 miles east of Big A”m.' The
mode of travel was a rowboat. He made many trips to

the twentieth century was in its teens. Every homeste#ad > .
on from his homestead.

and every Indian allotment in the valley was occupied : . _
either a homestead or the Indian owner of the allotment. The sug:h occasion he brought his uncle who was visiting
wheat crops were bountiful, wheat went to the Big Arez om Brlghtwew, Alta., Can., along to see his homestgad.
vator by the thousands of bushels. All business boome hﬁ]tl’lp over from Dayton was calm. But on the returnarip
storm arose when they were about half way across kiee la

Big Arm. Sometimes a dozen teams waited at the &leta ie Kk how to handie the boat and but hi |
be unloaded. The Lake Hotel, the stores and restaurahtg?glme new how'to handie the boal and waves, but his uncle
3 down on his knees in the bottom of the boat praying.

the surge of prosperity. Outside help was not available at :

vest time, so neighbors helped each other. At thraghimg ey came into Dayton, hours later, safe and soundnon
a ring was organized and everyone helped until the job %‘;{sand a prayer.
finished. It was a happy and exciting day when the thrashing

machine pulled into the neighborhood. Although it furnished

a pleasant diversion from the routine work and a spell of

good neighbor sort of picnic activities, everybody was re-

lieved when it finished the last job and pulled out for tite L

tle Bitterroot or the Dayton country.

Memories from Ida Buchholz (Rude) .. 1925 in Big Arm

I was born in Cooperstown, North Dakota, 1897, the daugh-

ter of Mr. & Mrs. C.P. Overby who came from Norway,

when in their twenties. They settled in North Dakiatiaa

number of years before moving to Oregon, and in 1919 to

Kalispell, Montana. | was graduated from Flathead Higth a

Western Montanan College at Dillon. Then my teaching ca-

reer began. Rocky Bar on the east shore of the Flathedesl L

and four miles south of Bigfork, was my first schoakeénty
-two youngster in all grades, besides doing janitor veorét
walking two miles each way kept me busy.

In 1925 | married George Rude, and spent 14 years qQn a : A
ranch in Big Arm where we raised cattle. E’Iease let your neighbors in Big Arm know about our

There were few people living in Big Arm then; one Stopgwsletters. Forward their email address or mailing ad-

McDonald's Mercantile; a blacksmith shop run by Mr. C réss. If mailing there will be an annual subscription 6
’ 0O after three free issues.

If you have stories you would like to share please contac
Alison Meslin 849-6628 or send an email.



